GRAVING ;Er0CK, DUBLIN. 



RETURN to an Order of the. liononrahle The House of Commous, 
dated iG JAie X^BZ'-rrfor, 



COPIESj“of all JCoRKESPONDENCE whicli lias taken place between the Board 
of Trade, the J?'w/i|Steam Association, and the Ballast Corporation of Dublin 
on the Subject of the Graving Dock intended to be constructed in that 
Port ; together with the Date of the Acceptance of any Tender for the 
Execution of the Work, and the Amount of same.” 



Board of Trade, "t Edgar A. Bowring, 

125 June 1853. j Registrar. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



— No. 1. — 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Marine Department, 3 May 1853. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
inform the Corporation for improving the Port of Dublin, that, having learnt that 
an application is likely to be made to the Commission recently issued for the 
purpose of inquiring into local dues on shipping, upon the subject of the 
suitability of the plans contemplated for the construction of the Graving Dock 
about to be commenced by the Corporation, my Lords think it right to suggest 
to them the propriety of suspending any decisive step on a point involving so 
large an expenditure until the result of that application is known. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) T. H. Farrer. 

The Secretary of the Corporation for 
Improving the Port of Dublin. 



— No. 2. — 

Ballast Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 4 May 1858. 

I BBG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, with reference 
to the proposed Graving Dock, which I shall lay before the Board at their next 
meeting. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Davis, 

Secretary. 

T. H. Farrer, Esq. 



— No. 3. — 

Ballast Office, Dublin, 

gjy 7 May 1853. 

I HAVE laid before the Board your letter of the 3d instant, stating that the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade think it right to suggest the 
propriety of suspending any decisive step, with reference to the construction of 
the Gravinsr Dock about to be commenced, until the result of an application 
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which is likely to be made to the Commission recently issued for the purpose of 
inquiring into local clues on shipping- is known. 



In acknowledging this communication, I am directed to state some circum- 
stances which the Corporation deem it important to make known to their Lord- 
ships. About four years since, the want of a Graving Dock was so much felt by 
the shipping interest of this port, particularly that connected witli steam navio-a- 
tion, that tlie strongest representations were made on the subject to the Corpo- 
ration hy the Chamber of Commerce of tliis city, enforced by a report procured 
by that body from Mr. Walker, c. e., wlio came over to this country specially fur 
that purpose. With every disposition to yield to solicitations repeatedly addressed 
to them by the Chamber of Commerce, and the shipping interests generallv, and 
with a full conviction tiiat the work desired was necessary, the Corporation 
hesitated to undertake it, having no funds immediately available, and being 
extremely unwilling to incur debt. Means, however, were taken to economise 
the expenditure, wherever it was practicable, and matters of less pressing im- 
portance having been postponed, the Corporation at length became possessed of 
lands of sufficient magnitude to enable them, without any increase of the port 
charges, to carry out views common to themselves, and the whole mercantile 
community of this city. Before commencing, however, in an undertaking of 
such importance, they felt it to be a duty to satisfy themselves more thorouglily, 
and they souglit for the counsel of Sir William Cubitt, who, after a minute 
survey of the entire harbour, and a careful consideriitiou of all that was pre- 
viously ascertained or suggested relative to a site for a Graving Dock, made a 
report sustaining that of Mr. Walker in all respects. 

Thus fortified by the concurring opinions of tlieae two eminent men, as well as 
the judgment of the Chamber of Commerce, and the mercantile public gene- 
rally, together with local professional experience and ability of a very high order, 
the Corporation determined to allow the works to proceed, and they had the 
satisfaction of receiving from Sir William Cii[)itt, some short time since, the fol- 
lowing account of its character and progress : “ I have much pleasure in reportino- 
how agreeably I was surprised to find so excellent a coffer-dam, or, as, ii might 
be termed, constructed excavation in which to build the Graving Dock, made at 
so little cost, and so efficient as this proves to be. I must say that it reflects the 
higiiest credit on your engineer, inasraucii as the formation of the dam will be 
a gain, and not a loss, because every cubic yard of earth enterino- into its con- 
struction, with the e.xception of that at the entrance end of the dock, will remain 
as a ship-yaid : upon the whole, it is the most economical, and certainly the only 
profitable enner-dam 1 have ever seen constructed.” 



Under these circumstances, the Corporation trust it will appear to their Lord- 
ships that they had not proceeded in this great undertaking hastily or imad 
vnsedly ; they retain Uicir opinion that the course taken was the one which the 
es inteiests of the harbour and the soundest economy prescribed, and, in con- 
clusion desire me to state that, should their Lordships still see a necessity for 
suspending the works, which have been nearly three years in progress, and are 
now so ar advanced, the Corporation are perfectly ready to afford every informa- 
non in tlieir power to any commission which may he appointed for examinatiou 
and inquiry. 



In tlie memtiiue they have postponed opening the tenders for tlie Gravinj 
Dock wi'ich are now before them, and which were Invited for consideration thi 
clay by pubhc advertisement. 




Herewith is forwarded copy of a letter received within the last montli from 
the Chamber of Commerce, and also a report addressed to tlie Corporation on 
the 6th instant by their engineer. ^ 



I have, &c. 



T. H, Farrer, Esq. 



(signed) jfV. Davis, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 



grin^^Umage digitlRflri h\/ tha University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



GRAVING DOCK IN THE PORT OF DUBLIN. 



3 



Enclosure 1, in No. 3. 

Cliaidjcr of Commerce, Dublin, 

Sir, 21 April 1853. 

With reference to yom- letter of the 9th instunt, I am directed by tlie Couucil of tliis 
Chamber to state, tlmt, 'while they participate in the hope that one Graving Dock may prove 
insufficient for the service of this port, they arc cleaj ly of opinion, and beg to impress upon 
the Ballast Board Commissioners, that the dock should fortliwitli be proceeded with, and 
eoiopleted with all practicable expedition, according to the plans and specifications now 
before the public. 

They have the less difficulty in tendering this advice to yonr Board, because they have 
been assured that, should further accommodation be required, and the fund of the port be 
insufficient to the constmetion of a second chamber, an addition of 100 feet can be easily and 
cheaply made to that now projected, and they earnestly submit that the present object should 
be to have sonrething effective done, and done at once, for the service of the port. As to 
the site of tlie proposed dock, the Council see no reason to re-discuss it ; that question was 
determined three years ago, imder the advice of the most euiinent professiond authority, 
after a careful and imp,artial consideration of every plan and hicalily suggested, and with the 
cognizance of evei-y interest concerned ; and while the Council have heard -with regret that 
some unimportant efforts have been made by individuals to disturb an arrangement so sanc- 
tioned and decided, they desire to express their unqualified opinion that that arrangement, 
should be carried out in its integrity. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Francii Codd, 

The Secretary of Commissioners for Hon. Secretary. 

Improving and Preserving the Port of Dublin, 



Enclosure 2 , in No. 3. 

Hutoht relative to Enclosure Embankment of Graving Dock. 

Sir, Ballast Office, 6 May 1853. 

I BEG leave to report to the Board, that since last week, the southern side of the enclosure 
embankment for the new Graving Dock works has been dosed in, and is now several feet over 
iiigh-water level. 

This recent dosure makes an improvement in the appearance of the site, and, so far as it 
has been subject to the pressure of the tide, indicates tliat the enclosure will be secure and 
satisfactory. The ground k now ready for the contract works, 

I have, tkc- 

William Davis, Esq,, (signed) George Holpm. 

&c. &c. 



— No. 4. — 

Irish Steam Ship Association, Eciea Quay, 
Sir, Dublin, 7 May 1803. 

Mr. Watson having communicated to this Association tlie letter with which 
you favoured him, in reply to his of the 2d instant, I am desired to convey to 
you the thanks of the Association for the information which you have so 
promptly afforded. 

The Association has memorialised the Commissioners for inquiring into hocai 
Charges on Shipping, praying their interference to prevent the expenditure 
contemplated by the Ballast Board on the proposed Graving Dock, and the heavy 
. sea-works adjacent. 

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of this memorial, with copies 
of the correspondence between the Ballast Board and this Association on the 
subject. 

1 also forward a copy to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) fF. J. Bgan, 

Sir J, Emerson Tenrient. Secretary. 



67 b. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 



Enclosure 1, in No. 4. 

To the Commissioners for Inquiring into Local Port Charges on Shipping. 



The Memorial of tlie Irish Steam Ship Association, 



Shovveth, 



That in the month of March last, memorialists having learned, from aclvcrtiaemonts which 
appeared in the newspajiers, inviting tenders for the execution of the works, that idans had 
been finally decided on by the Ballast Office Oornmissioners of the Port of Dublin, for the 
construction in the port of a Graving Dock, 300 feet in length, and with an entrance 70 feet 
wide, intended lor the rcpaii's of steam vessels, memoihdisls lost no time in obtaining a copy 
of tlie plans of the proposed dock, and of the sea-works connected therewith. ° 

That memorialists considered these plans to be highly objectionable, for the following 
reasons ; namely, — “ 

1st. The great expense of the work. 

2d. The unsuitable dimensions of the dock as regarded the wants of the jiort. 

3d. The time whlcli would be required for its completion. 

_ That memorialists addressed a letter to the Ballast Commissioners, stating tlieir obiec- 
tions, and requesting to be favoured with an interview with tliem, to enable tliem to urire 
their objections more fully and in detail. ” 

That memorialists^ accordingly attended the Ballast Commissioners on tho 8th ultimo 
when the views of this Association were pressed on their attention. ’ 

That memorialists subsequently addressed a letter to the BaUaat Commissioners, com- 
muniwtmg to them a copy of the written authority of a highly respectable civil emrineer 
(iUr. (jibbonsJ, diat tor tlie comparatively moderate sum of 20,000 Z, a Graving Dook“could 
he constructed tully adeqiiate to the accommodation of two of the largest steameva likely to 
be engaged in the trade of the port ; and memorialists urged on the attention of the Commis- 
sioners the expediency of mstitutiiig further inquiry before entering into contract for works 
which obviously wonlc exceed manifold the amount of Mr. Gibbons’ estimate, and at tlie 
Eame time would not alFord graving dock accommodation for more tiian one steam vessel. 

That memomhats received a reply from the Ballast Commissioners, in which it was com- 
nnmicatcd that they had altered tlie plan of the dock by deciding on an addition of 100 feet 
to ^ length, for which contractors had been invited to tender. 

Tffiat memori^sts then addressed the Ballast Commissioners, expressing satisfaction at 
tkir decision wiffi regard to tlie alteration in the length of the Dock, but again calling 
attention to the first ami third objections, and requesting that the whole sublet miirht bf 
submitted to the consideration of the Commisaioners of Ablio Worka ^ ^ 

their Commissioners, declining to accede to 

”8“' “ Commis- 

Ihat memorujists apprehend, tlmt if the very costly tvoiks contemplnteii by the Ballast 

placable A 

anfflirS '' that has passed between them 

trnst tlmt the foregeing stats 



Eden Quay, Dublin, 
6 May 1853. 



By order of the Irish Steam Ship Association. 

(signed) W. J. Egan, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 4. 

LhTTnn from the Secretary of the Irish Stemn SMp Association to the Seeietary of tiro 
x5allast Commissionei's. 

Sif_ I™h Sl<™» SMp AiBooiation, Eden Quay, Dublin, 

I AM directed to a^ciiitaint you that the members of this AssoclAMn have this day had 

iivited by public adverlisemenl. “<»™itb, lot winch tenders have Seen recently 
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^ From tliG consideration 'wliieli the .Association have as yet been able to give to the subject, 
it appears to them that the sca-works conteroj)latcd are on a scale unnecessarily extensive 
and costly, and that the dock is not of the size best suited to the wants of the vessels now 
frequenting, or likely to frequent, the port ; and as it is apprehended that the expense of 
these works is to he defrayed out of the tonnage dues on shipping entering the port, of 
which so largo a part is contributed by the vessels belonging to tlie companies forming this 
Association, the members deem it of importance not to lose any time in requesting that no 
progress may be made towards allocating the port funds to tlic construction of works, the 
•expense of which would be so much gTcater than the accommodation which they could give 
would warrant. 

The Associatiou arc still of opinion that graving dock accommodation ought to be provided 
pffideiit for the repairs of the lai-gest steam vessels engaged in tiie Dublin trade, and that 
inquiry should be made, without delay, wlicther such accommodation cannot be obtained on 
another site, in less time, and for less cost, than would be incurred by the execution of the 
works at present coiileinpliited by the Ballast OfBce Commissionei-s, wHh whom the Associa- 
tion would desire, by means of a deputation, to liavc a conference on an early day, for the 
purpose of explaining their views more folly. 

Ahiy I_ therefore ask the favour of a reply, stating when it would be conveuient to the 
Commissioners to receive the proposed deputation. 



Secretary, Ballast Board. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Iklu. J. Egnn, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 4. 

Letter from tlie Secretary of tbo Ballast Board Commissioners to tlie Secretary of the 
Irish Steam Ship Association. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 2 April 1853. 

I UAVE laid before the Board your letter of the 29th ultimo, ou the subject of the proposed 
Graving Dock, North "Wall Biisin, and conveying the desire of the Steam Ship Association 
to have a conference with this Boai'd, by me;ms of a deputation, for the purpose of explaining 
their views more fully with reference to the measure alluded to. 

In reply, I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Association, that should 
Friday next, the 8tli instant, at half-past oue o’clock, suit the convenience of the deputation, 
tlie Board will be in readiness to receive them. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) fVm. Davis, 

Wm. J. Egan, Esq. , Secretary. 

&o. ftc. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 4. 

Letter, from the Secretary of the Irish Steam Ship Association to the Secretary of the 
Ballast Commissioners. 

Irish Steam Ship Association, Eden Quay, Dublin, 
Sir, 14 April 1853. 

In conformity with the arrangement made with the Commissioners on the occasion of the 
recent conference had with them fay a deputation from this Association, I am desired to 
state, that the grounds upon which the objections of the Association arc made to the proposed 
Graving Dock, have respect to the cost, the limited accommodation it can afford, and the delay 
that must be attendant ou its completion. 

With regard to cost, it appears to the Association that there is an extent of sea-works 
contemplated, according to the published plans, ivbich must add greatly to the expense of 
the enure, and which, being unnecessary so far as a Graving Dock is concerned, must, if to 
be defrayed out of the port funds, continue the pressure of the present heavy tonnage dues 
levied on shipping entering the port. 

The proposed dock, while unnecessarily large for any one of ihe vessels usually ftcqnent- 
ing the port, would not be adequate lor two ; and such is the extent of the ateain fleet of 
Dublin, that dock accommodation for at tlie least two vessels should be constantly available. 

It likewise appears to the Association that the works arc of a nature and extent which, 
coupled with the declared intention of the Commissioners to proceed with tliem, only “ as funds 
will admit,” must necessarily lead to a delay of several years, while there is reason to believe 
that no such delay need take place, but that accommodation better than that proposed can be 
obtained at a much less expense, and in a comparatively short time. 

The Association feel assured that it is quite pruclicable to provide a dock that can accom- 
modate two of the largest vessels that are likely to be engaged iti the trade of the port, _at 
an outlay far below that which the construction of the works contemplated by the Commia- 
aiouers would involve. 

The letter of Mr. Gibbons, c.e., which was read to tbo Commissioners at the conference 
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COHRESPONDENCE, &c. ON THE SUJ3JECT OE TPJE 

on Friday last, and a copy of wlridi I beg to enclose, fortifies the opinion entertained by tbe 
Association on tins subject, and I baTe to request tliat it may engage the serious attention of 
the Cotnmissionera before any further steps be taken to cai'ry out the plans, tenders fcM: 
which hare been iuTited by public advertisement. 

It is by uo means intended to insist on t!ie site referred to by ]\Ir. Gibbons ; but it Ig 
suggested that that site, or some other equally suitable for the puq:)ose, may be adoi^ted 
where the ground is already forined, and the work can be at once commenced. 

I have also to state, tlie Association are desirous to afford every facility and eiieouracfc- 
ment in their power towai-ds t!ie construction of Graving Docks suitable for the repairs of all 
the steam vessels frequenting the port, so us to secure to the avtieaiiB and trades of Dublin 
the ex))oncliture of the large sums which such repairs liavc hitlierto required to he disbursed 
annually in other ports, owing to the want of sucli docks in Dublin. 

As this matter is one in which the interests of the shipowners, as well as the trades and 
artisans of Duhliu, ai-e so deeply involved, I am directed to request that you will liave the 
goodness to communicate to me with as little delay as possible!, for the information of llie 
Association, if the Comnilssioners are prepared to make further inqiiiiy into this important 
subject, before entering into any contract fur the construction of the works as at present 
temjilated by them. “■ 

I am, &c. 



Enclosure 5, in No. 4. 



Copy of Letter from B. D. Gil/bons, c.e., enclosed in the foregoing. 

T V -* 1 , -r, , , , Kngstown, 4 April 185.3. 

In compliance with your request, I have looked over the ground at Rliio-geud which lias 
been suggested .-is a site for a Graving Dock. ” 

Tlie comparatively small rise and fall of tide in Dublin is rather against the construction of 
docks fit for yes, ch of heavy draft This drawback is, of course, common to all positions at 
this Bite ot the Irish Channel ; liut I have no liesitation in assuring you, that the plan alluded 
to 18 in all other particulars well suited to the purpose, and presents no formidable difiicultv 
whatever m construction. ><iiiu.uiby 

It is obvious that a dmelj accurate estimate of cost cannot be made witlioul a matured 
design and careful examination ; but of this jon must bo satisied, that a graTinir dock 
- - to - - 500 feet In length, 

* ■ - - - clear entrance, 

1 1 . 1 .^ ~ » on sill at low-ivater snrinT. 

manner, for a sum not exoeedijg fumiity 



Enclosure 6, in No. 4, 

LETTXa from the SecrclaryopW Ballast Com, iiiasioners to the Sceretary of the 
Irish toteam Ship Association, 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 

dering the circumstances which trlL .n ? P^fess mnal assistance; and in again re-conai- 
tions ns nowSrtrin vuir reviewing the objec- 

deputation, which fiivoured the Board ’’efl.sons advanced by the 

stQl entertain the opinion that thc> Qlf, “ierview on the 8t,h instant, the Corporation 
been selected in the port, in which view ^ 

they have been recentlv strpn<rf-hpn..a i * ^ matter they have the satisfaction to state that 
from the ChaX ^ communicated 

modatioD, and fedinilLToStli™ extended accom- 

modatioii, 
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inodation, thereby reiuleying it available for two of the largest steamers freqricnting the port ; 
and in the full expectation that it will realize the autidpationa formed, and prove a most 
material advantage to shipping in need ot examination and rej)air, it is the earnest desire of 
the Corporation tliafc the dock should be proceeded with as speedily as possible ; nor do 
tlrey anticipate any expenditure or difficulty in the execution and completion of the work 
beyond that incidental to any similar undertaking. 



Wm. J. Egan, Esq. 



I am, &e. 

(signed) Wm. Dams, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 7, in No- 4. 

1/nrrEn from the Secretary of tlie Irish Steam Ship Association to the Secretary of the 
Ballast Cominissioiicrs. 



Irish Steam Ship Association, Eden Quay, 
Sir, _ Dublin, 29 April 1853. 

I A 3 I desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, and, in reply, to 
convey the satisfaction of this Assoclatiim at learning that the Commissioners Itave assented 
to the representations of the deputation, by agreeing to extend the length of the proposed 
duck beyond what was coii(;omplated according to the published plans, so as to enable two 
of the largest steam vessels of tlie port to occupy the dock at the turae time, 

Si:ch increase to the accommodation removes all objection raised by tbe Association on 
that head. 

The two otlier objections to the proposed ]}lan still remain, namely, the time necessary for 
the completion of such extensive Avovhs, and the vast outlay attendant on their consta-uction. 

. I lun desired, titerefore, again to request that the attention of the Commissioners may be 
drawn to Iho subject before finally accepting any tender, or entering into u contract for so 
costly an undertaking. 

In your letter yon state the Chamber of Commerce have expressed their approval of the 
plans. Ill reply to this, I am desired to say, tiiat while this Association entertain the 
highest respect for that influential and useful body, it may be pei-mittcd to doubt the sound- 
ness of their opinion on the best arrangements as to size, cost, site, and other details con- 
nected with the jiroposecl Graving Dock, intended, it is presumed, principally to enable the 
several ateara corapjanics to effect all the repairs of their vessels at home. It may be 
remarked, that already tbe approval of the Chamber of Commerce to the plans has been 
disregarded bj" the Commissioners, by their having assented to the representations of this 
Association with regard to size. 

I nin desired to suggest, that the Commissioners of Public Works would be a far more 
competent tribunal to refer to for an opinion and advice on the questions forming the subject 
of the present correspondence, and I have therefore to request that tlic -whole matter might 
be referred to them, before any further progress may be made towards enterin<^ into a con- 
tract for tbe works. 

In justification of the interference of this Association, it may be sufficient to refer to the 
fact, that about one-half of the entire tonnage dues of the port (including quay wall tax), is 
contributed by the steam vessels belonging to the compmnies being inembors of the Associ- 
ation. They therefore look witli great alarm on an expenditure being incuiTed to so great 
an extent as Avould for many years deprive the Commissioners of the power of affording 
any relief whatever from the present onerous rates levied on steam vessels, while the want of 
graving-dock accommodation in the port can be provided for a motlerate cost, as has been 
stated by competent professional authority. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Wm. J. Egan, 

Wm. Davie, Esq. Secretary. 



Enclosure 8 , in No. 4. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Ballast Commissioners to the Secretary of the 
Irish Steam Ship Association. 

Ballafit Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 30 April 1853. 

In acknowicding receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, I am desired to observe, for the 
information of the Steam Ship Association, that, in communicating to you, on the 23d Instant, 
the intention to extend the Graving Dock. 100 feet, tbe Board considered they -were thereby 
complying with the primary object sought by the Association. However, from your letter 
now received, the Corporation are not idone called upon to suspend the works of that dock 
accommodation, for which the Association Stated there was such imperative and urgent 
necessity ; but your communication would seem to imply that the plan and arrangements 
decided on should be altogether set aside. 

676 . A 4 1 am 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 



I am instrucsted to say that the Board, in declining either to suspend or abandon the under 
taking they have entered on, again take le;ive to assure the Association, tlrat the extensive 
preparations in progress for the Irenefit of the shipping interest were not commenced without 
receiving anxious consideration and inquiry ; and the Corporation feel fully persuaded that the 
site selected, and the Graving Dock, when completed, will be ibund not alone of tho utmost 
advantage and accommodation to the general trade of the port, but amply to justify the pro- 
ceedings they have adopted. 



Wm. J. Egan, Esq, 



I am, &G. 

(signed) TTj«. Davis, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 9, in No. 4. 

Irish Steam Ship Associatiou, Eden Quay, Dublin 
^ Sip, 7 May 1853, 

I HATE laid your letter of the 30th ultimo before this Association. 

I am now desired to observe, that a reference to ray letters of the 29tlr of March and Uth 
of Apnl, may be sufSeient to allow that the objections to the proposed plan of Gravin'^ Ducks 
and sea-works connected therewith, were threefold; namely, unnecessary cost, wanf of suffi- 
cient size, and the time required for the completion of the worlis, the unnecessary cost beino- 
in ail my letters put forward as the primary objection. 

The Conimissioncrs have, therefore, been in error in asamning that, having disposed of the 
seMud objection, they had sufficiently met the views of tho Association. 

I am desired to_ express great regret that the reasonable request of the Association for 
fimtlier mquiiy, wiffi the object of preventing what appears to be an unnecessary expen- 
ditmre of the port funds, 1ms not been more ffivourahly entertained by tho Ballast Com- 
missioners. 

I have now to state, that as_ the Commissioners have declined to accede to tlmt request, the 
Association has thouglit it desirable to maraoiialise tlio Commis.sioners for innuiriiio' into local 
charges upon shipping, to whom therefore a memorial has been forwarded, it liavinrr been 
Eerof the * adopted under the orcum- 

Sets r“T.“ ■'f of Tmde, anti nnotl.® to tho 

Secretary. 



Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 

. j , , . . Marine Department, IS May 1S53. 

1 AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 

on the '"“S ’"Ih Sir William Cubitt 

Sccretarvof tW ll, » oommunication to be made to the 

pended"* ' ” ^ ® “ Navigation Company, of which a copy is ap- 

W. Davis, Esq., .Secretarv / ■ .v 

Ballast Offira, Dublta. 



Sir of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 

I AM directed by the Lords of theT^^^rpT^/SiTfe Trade to 

bars a b"^ 

Irish Steam“shfp® Dublim®""*’^ 



— No. 7. — 
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Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Marine Departnieut, 13 May 1853. 

I AM directed by tlie Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
acquaint you, that, having received a communication from parties interested in 
steam navigation in_ the Port of Dublin, relative to the proposed plans for the 
construction of Graving Docks at that place, ray Lords intimated to the Ballast 
Commissioners that it would be desirable that any decisive steps should be 
suspended till the Harbours Commissioners, to whom application was about to 
be made, should have had an opportunity to inquire into the matter. 

In reply, my Lords received from the Secretary of the Ballast Board a letter 
a copy of which is herewith transmitted,* together with the answer which my 
Lords caused to be addressed to Mr. Lgan.|‘ ’’ 

I have, &.C. 

TheSecretary of tlietlarboars (signed) J. Emersm limmit. 

Commissioners. 



* 5esNo. 3 , p. 1 . 
t See No. 6, p. 8. 



— No. 8. — 

S'-’’* Ballast (.Ifficc, Dublin, 10 May 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tlie lOtli instant, 
together with a copy of their Lordships’ communication of the same date to the 
Steam Ship Association, on the subject of the proposed Graving Dock, wljicb 
letters I have duly laid before this Board. 

I have, &c. 

Sir J. E. Tenuent, (signed) W. Davis, 

&c. &c. &c. Secretary. 



Irish Steam Ship Association, Eden Quay, Dublin, 
Sir, 8 June 1853. 

liEFERuma to my letter of the 7th ultimo, and to the copies of memorial and 
correspondence that accompanied it, on the subject of the Graving Dock and sea- 
works proposed to be constructed by the Ballast Board in this port, 1 am directed 
to funiish you with the enclosed, being copies of further correspondence wl.icli 
has since taken place on the same subject. 



Sir J. E. Tennent. 



I am, See. 

(signed) W. J. Egan, 

Secretary, 



Enclosure 1, in No. 0. 

Irish Steam Ship As-sociatlou, Eden Quay, Dublin, 
sir, 17 May 1853. 

This Association having reason to apprehend that tiie Balkst CommissioneTs purpose 
entemg into a contract without delay for a Graving Dock, on tlie site as marked on the 
published plans, I am desired to urge on their attention the propriety of refraining for the 
present from that course, inasmuch as a deputation has been appointed by this Aviation to 
wait on_ the Commissioners for inquiring into the Local Charges upon Shipping, and their 
application, in order fully to represent the objections entertained by the Association to the pro- 
posed \Y 0 rka. This deputation wUl proceed to London in the ensuing week, it having been 
ascertained that the Commissioners, who are at present absent, will not return till tlien. 

I have therefoT'e been desired to request that, under the circumstances explained, the 
Ballast Board will postpone accepting any tender until the result of tlie inquiry by the 
Commissioners referred to shall be known. 

I am, &c. 

W. Davis, Esq,, Secretary, (signed)' W. J. E;jan, 

Ballast Office. Secretary. 



^7^- B Enclosure 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. :~GRAVING DOCK, DUBLIN. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 9. 

Sir, Ballast Office, Dublin, 19 May 1853. 

Ik ackno-wlcdgiiig the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, which I have laid before 
this corporation, I ain directed to state that, in consequence of the communication received 
Ste No. 0 , p. 8. fi-om the Board of Trade, of which the enclosed is a copy,* the Board yesterday proceeded 
to open the tenders, and have declared Mr. ’William Dargan the contractor for the construc- 
tion of the intended Graving Bock, on the site as markeef on the puhlished plans. 

I am, &c. 

W, J. Egan, Esq. (signed) W. Davis, 

Secretary. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 9. 



Sir, Admiralty, 27 May 1853. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 9th of May instant, transmitting copy of a memorial from the 
Irish Steam Sliip Assooiarion to the Commissioners for inquiring into Local Charges upon 
Shipping, with reference to works proposed to he constructed by the Ballast Board of 
Dublin, in the tideway of Dublin river. 

And I am to acquaint you, that plans of the works in question have been called for as 
requiring the approval of the Board of Admu-alty prior to construction. 

I am, (&c. 

(signed) B. Osborne. 



— No. 10. — 

Office of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sii’. Marine Department, 21 June 1853 . 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to 
enclose a copy of an Order made by the House of Commons on the 1 6th instant, 
and to request that you will give my Lords the information necessary to enable 
them to comply with that part of the Order which calls for “ the date of the 
acceptance of any tender for the execution of the work, and the amount of 
the same.” 

rri- o , lam, &c. 

Ine Secretary to the Corporation for (signed) T. H. Farrcr. 

Improving the Port of Dublin. 



— No. n. — 

Ballast Office, Dublin, 2.3 June 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21 st instant, 
enclosing, an Order made by the House of Commons on the ICth instant, and 
requinug, by the desire of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
irade, to be furnished with the date of the acceptance of any tender for the 
execution of the Graving Dock, and the amount of same, to enable their Lord- 
ships to comply with that part of the Order referred to. 

Haying laid this communication before the Board, I am now desired to 
acquaint you, tor the iuf^mation of the Lords of the Committee, that the tender 
lor the execution of the Graving Dock was accepted on 18th May ultimo, and 
the amount IS 60,154 /. 18 s. 8d. j > 

T. H. harrer, Esq. (signed) IV. Daw, 

Secretary. 
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